Report of an air raid on 9-10th April 1941 by the Chief Constable and ARP Controller.

This has been transcribed by James Pasby.
FIRST AID. This Service was fully extended, and I obtained assistance from Whitley Bay for this work. Unfortunately on the arrival of one vehicle of this service a bomb dropped on First Aid Headquarters at 'Holmlands' killing one female and one male personnel of the aiding detachment. This service functioned extremely satisfactorily despite several unanticipated difficulties which were:- extensive damage to the Casualty Service Control Office, to the 'Holmlands' First Aid Post and the loss of several vehicles resulting from varied degrees of damage sustained. At no time during the raid was any branch of the Service depleted to such an extent as to render it ineffective.
Northumberland. Tynemouth Borough.. Enemy Air Raid 9/10th April 1941 - A report to the Emergency Committee by the Chief Constable and ARP Controller, T. Blackburn, dated 17/4/41.
I have to inform you that at 23.25 on the 9th April, 1941, the public warning was sounded in this Borough. The 'Raiders Passed' signal was given at 04.50 on the 10th April, 1941. During the 5½ hours the warning was in operation enemy aircraft flew over the Borough at intervals, and there was heavy anti-aircraft gunfire during the whole period. The raid commenced with a shower of IB in the high part of the town, and a small number of HE were dropped.

Between 00.30 and 01.30 more IB and HE were dropped at intervals at the Timber Storage Yards and Docks at the riverside, and in the centre of the town, the raid ended with a further shower of IB and HE mainly on the Timber Yards and Docks.

So far as can be ascertained 35 HE, mainly of heavy calibre, fell and exploded, and thousands of IB were dropped. A large number of the latter failed to ignite and quite a good proportion of them were of the explosive type, one of which caused a fatality. With the exception of the bombs dropped at Maple Crescent, The Quadrant, Cartington Road and Biddlestone Crescent, all the HE dropped were of a very heavy calibre. The craters averaged 70' to 80' across and 25' deep. The blast effect from these bombs was tremendous and far reaching. The four bombs mentioned as exceptions to the very heavy ones were of a medium type, with craters about 25' across and 3'to 8' deep. The blast effect in these instances was very great having regard to the size of the craters. Of the heavy bombs above mentioned, five were of an exceptionally heavy type. The craters being in the vicinity of 120' across and 30' to 35' deep. Numerous reports of UXB were received but none were concerned with property. A thorough search was made as early as possible after the 'Raiders Passed' had been sounded, but none of the reports were confirmed.

CASUALTIES. In the course of the raid, 35 persons were killed, these consist of 17 adult males, 13 adult females, and 5 children under 16 years. Reports received up the present show that 101 persons were injured as follows:-

	 
	Men
	Women
	Children

	Seriously Injured
	10
	4
	1

	Slightly Injured
	62
	15
	9


Of the persons killed there was one soldier, one Police Constable, one First Police Reserve (Ex Inspector), and one male and one female of the Whitley Bay First Aid Services. Of the persons seriously injured, there was one Police Constable, one Special Constable and five Civil Defence Personnel. Of the persons slightly injured, there were two Police Sergeants, two Police Constables, three Special Constables and thirteen Civil Defence Personnel.

DAMAGE. The following is a resume of the damage caused to buildings so far as can be ascertained at the present.

	Totally demolished
	22

	So badly damaged that demolition is necessary
	41

	Seriously damaged but repairable
	99

	Slightly damaged exclusive of glass
	513


